
Date:  October 26, 2006 
 

California Cultural and Historical Endowment (CCHE) 
Round Two Project Grant Summary 

 
 

Grant Applicant:   
Empire Mine Park 
Association 
 
Location  
(City/County):   
Grass Valley/Nevada  

Project Division:  1 
Grant Number:  B-45 
 
Amount Requested:   
$1,286,220 
 
Amount Reserved:      
$1,286,220

 
     
 
 
Completion of Capital assets project will result in: 
Construction and installation of underground and above ground exhibits and 
other educational and support facilities that will become components of the 
Empire Mine tour, including an excavation for an adit (tunnel entrance to the 
mine) and construction of the rail bed. 
 
CCHE funds will be used for the construction and installation of the tour 
operations and safety building, septic system, paved access road, surface 
tram, and installation of permanent interpretive exhibits for the Empire Mine 
tour. 
 
 
Property Arrangement: 
Empire Mine is owned by the State of California, Department of Parks and 
Recreation (DPR).  On 10/12/06, the applicant signed a contract with DPR 
allowing the applicant long-term access for the use of the property for 
purposes of fulfilling the CCHE land tenure policy. 

 



CEQA Documentation: 
Lead Agency: California Department of Parks and Recreation 
  
On August 19, 1996, the California State Park and Recreation Commission 
approved the General Development Plan Amendment for the Empire Mine 
State Historic Park Underground Interpretive Experience and Support 
Facilities and the Environmental Impact Report for the Project, concluding that 
the Project would not have any significant environmental impacts with the 
mitigation measures identified in the EIR.   
 
This Project involves the construction and installation of underground and 
above ground exhibits and other educational and support facilities for use on 
tours of the Empire Mine. 
 
Documentation: The California Department of Parks and Recreation, the 
Lead Agency for this Project, filed a Notice of Determination filed with the 
State Clearinghouse on February 7, 1999.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Budget/Tasks/Deliverables: 
 
$14,125 – Construction supervision 
$10,000 – Construction and Maintenance Management and Inspection 
$94,000 – Paving 
$25,000 – Septic System 
$50,000 – Tour Operations Building foundation (trenching and form work) 
$9,660 - Tour Operations building foundation (concrete pour and finish) 
$34,500 – Tour Operations Building (Rough Carpentry) 
$13,800 – Tour Operations Building (Rough Utilities) 
$27,600 – Tour Operations Building (Finish carpentry and finishes) 
$13,800 - Tour Operations Building (Final grading) 
$20,700 - Tour Operations Building (Finish utilities) 
$4,140 -  Tour Operations Building (Construction close-out) 
$50,000 – Maintenance Building (Rough grading) 
$9,254  - Maintenance Building foundation (trenching and form work) 
$13,220 – Maintenance Building foundation (concrete pour and finish) 
$33,050 – Maintenance Building (Rough carpentry) 
$13,220 – Maintenance Building (Rough utilities) 
$19,830 - Maintenance Building ( Final grading) 
$26,440 – Maintenance Building (Finish carpentry and finishes) 
$13,220 - Maintenance Building (Final grading) 
$19,830 – Maintenance Building (Finish utilities) 
$3,996  - Maintenance Building (Construction close-out) 
$48,000 – Exhibit Interpretive and Operational planning 
$158,400 – Exhibit design 
$369,600 – Exhibit fabrication and installation 
$47,250 – Surface People Mover 
$28,500 – Pick-up Truck for construction, maintenance and operations 
$37,000 – Administration and accounting – indirect costs 
$84,145 – Contingency costs – 7% of CCHE funding 
__________ 
$1,286,220. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Matching Funds: 
$812,165 – California State Parks (cash) (Proposition 12 funds) 
$297,000  - California State Parks (cash) Major Capital Outlay funds) 
$266,247 – Over-the-Hill Gang (in-kind labor contributions) 
$91,085 – State Parks In-Kind 
__________ 
$1,466,497. 

 
 
 



CALIFORNIA CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL ENDOWMENT 
BOARD 

RESOLUTION NO. 06-B 1-45 
Empire Mine Park Association 

(Empire Mine Underground Tour Project) 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING A CALIFORNIA CULTURAL AND 
HISTORICAL ENDOWMENT (CCHE) GRANT AND AUTHORIZING 
THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER, OR DESIGNEE, TO PROCESS THE 
APPROVED GRANT FOR EMPIRE MINE PARK ASSOCIATION. 
 
WHEREAS, the CCHE is dedicated to preserving historical and 
cultural resources; and 
 
WHEREAS, CCHE has received an appropriation from Proposition 
40 California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and 
Coastal Protection Act of 2002 
 
WHEREAS, CCHE may distribute funds from Proposition 40 to 
projects that support and illustrated an aspect of California’s cultural 
and historical resources; and 
 
WHEREAS, the project listed above meets the objectives of the 
CCHE program in the development of the Empire Mine Underground 
Tour project; and 
 
WHEREAS, based on the documentation submitted to CCHE, 
including the contract with the owner of the property, the Department 
of Parks and Recreation (DPR), dated October 16, 2006 for fulfillment 
of the long-term tenure requirements for the Sierra No. 3 Steam 
Locomotive Project, the CCHE Board finds that: 

(1) Empire Mine Park Association has a contract with DPR that 
allows the implementation and construction of the Project; 

(2) Empire Mine Park Association has a contract with DPR 
whose terms provide adequate stability and longevity for the 
Project; 

(3) there are no conflicting uses or legal rights that would 
interfere with the Empire Mine Park Association’s legal right 
to implement and manage the construction Project; 



(4) Empire Mine Park Association has the legal right and ability 
to implement and manage the construction Project at the 
site; and 

(5)  the contract with DPR is enforceable by the Grantee, and 
the Grantee has agreed to bring an action, if necessary, to 
enforce the contract in order to carry out the restoration 
Project.  

 
WHEREAS, CCHE has independently considered the environmental 
effects of the Project as described in the Environmental Impact 
Report prepared by the Lead Agency, the California Department of 
Parks and Recreation; and 
 
WHEREAS, CCHE is requiring, as a condition of approval, that the 
applicant comply with the mitigation measures applicable to those 
portions of the Project that CCHE is funding; 
 
WHEREAS, approval of this grant application shall be conditioned 
upon the grantee’s complying with all applicable laws and regulations; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CCHE Board adopts 
the Findings of Fact attached hereto as Exhibit A and adopts, as a 
condition of approval, the mitigation measures therein applicable to 
those elements of the Project that CCHE is funding;  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the CCHE Board hereby finds that 
the proposed grant of funds for the Empire Mine Park Association 
qualifies for an exemption under Section 21108 of the CEQA 
Guidelines; approves funding for the Project in the amount of 
$1,286,220; authorizes the Executive Officer, or designee, to process 
the approved grant and take all necessary actions to enter into a 
Grant Agreement with the applicant, subject to availability of 
appropriated funds; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that CCHE adopts the information 
contained in the CCHE Round Two Project Grant Summary.  
 
 
 
 



Certification 
 
The undersigned Chair of the CCHE Board of Directors does hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a 
resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the CCHE 
Board of Directors held October 26, 2006. 
 
Dated:                   
 
 
Signature: 
 
Susan Hildreth 
Chair, CCHE Board of Directors 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT A 
TO RESOLUTION 06-B, 1-45 



 
 

CALIFORNIA CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL ENDOWMENT 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT  
 

REGARDING 
 

THE EMPIRE MINE PARK ASSOCIATION TOUR PROJECT 
  
 

 The California Cultural and Historical Endowment (CCHE), as a Responsible Agency 
which will fund part of the Empire Mine Project, has independently considered the 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) prepared for the project by the Lead Agency, the California 
Department of Parks and Recreation.  The Final EIR for the Empire Mine State Historic Park 
General Development Plan Amendment For Underground Interpretive Experience and Support 
Facilities was prepared in 1996 and adopted by the California State Park and Recreation 
Commission on August 19, 1996.  The Commission reviewed the potential environmental 
impacts, and concluded that all potentially significant impacts could be mitigated to a less than 
significant impact.  As a Responsible Agency, CCHE makes its own Findings of Fact pursuant to 
Sections 15091 and 15093 of the State CEQA Guidelines, as provided by Section 15095(h) of 
the CEQA Guidelines. 
 
 The Project  - Empire Mine Park Association Tour Project 
  
 The Project is the construction of the tour operations and support facilities to allow 
visitors to journey underground, into the workings of the Empire Mine.  Phase I included 
excavation for an adit (tunnel entrance to the mine) and construction of the railbed.  When 
completed, park visitors will experience the underground experience of the Cornish miners 
during the 106 years this mine was in operation, encountering interpretive exhibits demonstrating 
the historical mining methods and technology.   
 
 Portions of the Project to be Funded by CCHE 
 
 CCHE will fund construction costs for the construction of the tour operations and safety 
building, septic system, paved access road, surface tram, and design and installation of the 
permanent exhibits at the site   

 
 Findings on Potentially Significant Impacts Identified in the EIR  
 

The EIR identified potentially significant impacts from the release of hazardous materials 
into the air due to construction activities and visitor traffic, and impacts to historic views as a 
result of the new visitor facilities.  The EIR concluded that these impacts could be mitigated to a 
less than significant level by adoption of mitigation measures described in the EIR, and 
incorporated herein by reference.  Those impacts and mitigation measures are listed on page 38 
of the EIR and attached as Exhibit B.   



 
The Lead Agency, the Department of Parks and Recreation, has made those measures a 

condition of project approval of the Empire Mine State Historic Park General Development Plan 
Amendment For Underground Interpretive Experience and Support Facilities.   

 
Finding:  For each of the significant impacts identified in the EIR, changes, alterations or 

mitigation measures were required for the project, which will avoid or substantially lessen the 
significant environmental impacts identified.   

 
Mitigation Made a Condition of the CCHE’s Approval 

 
 CCHE, as a Responsible Agency, adopts the mitigation measures identified above as a 
condition of approval for those portions of the project which CCHE will fund.  
 
 Modifications to the mitigation measures that apply to the Empire Mine Park Association 
Tour Project may be made by DPR in the following circumstances: 
 
 a. The mitigation measure included in the EIR is no longer required because the  
  significant environmental impact identified in the EIR has been found not to exist, 
  or to occur at a level which makes the impact less than significant as a result of  
  changes in the project, changes in conditions of the environment, or other factors. 
 
  OR 
 

b.  The modified or substitute mitigation measure provides a level of environmental 
 protection equal to or greater than that afforded by the mitigation measure 
 included in the EIR and these Findings, and the modified or substitute 
 mitigation measures do not have significant adverse effects on the environment in 
 addition to or greater than those which were  considered in the EIR. 

 
 The Applicant shall inform the Executive Officer of CCHE of any change in mitigation 
measures and the facts supporting one of the circumstances above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT B 
TO RESOLUTION NO. 06-B, 1-45 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    



 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
  


